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Command words
and what they 

Analyse
Break it into parts and show how

they work.

Compare
Show how things are alike.

Contrast
Show how things are different.

Critically evaluate
Weigh the evidence, then give your

judgement.

Define
Say exactly what it means.

Describe
Say what it is or what happened.

Discuss
Look at different sides and reach a

view.

Evaluate
Judge how good or useful it is.

Explain
Say how or why it happens.

Justify
Give reasons for a decision.

Outline
Give the main points briefly.

To what extent
Say how far it is true, with evidence.

Tap a command word to
see its meaning
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